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The full-scale military invasion of the Russian
Federation onto the sovereign territory of
Ukraine brings death not only to Ukrainians.
By fighting and destroying traditional supply
chains, Russians have taken at least 70 million
people worldwide to the verge of starvation.

In total, 345 million people suffer from cata-
strophic food shortages. Eighty-two countries
need food aid (according to the UN).

The need for agricultural products in the world
is growing every year by 2-3%, and the grain
shortage in the markets of Africa and Asia may
reach 10-15% already in 2024.

The world food market needs to be more flex-
ible, meaning it will be impossible to replace
Ukrainian products by diversifying supplies
from other countries in the next 4-5 years.

“Grain from Ukraine” is a humanitarian food
programme launched by the President of
Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, on November
26, 2022, and presented during the first inau-
gural International Summit on Food Security in
Kyiv.

As a result of the inaugural International
Summit, the “Grain from Ukraine” programme
accumulated support of approximately 220
million USD.

The contribution amount and the count of
donor countries are not final. It is planned to
increase individual countries’ contributions
and attract new nations and donor enterpris-
es to participate in the “Grain from Ukraine”
initiative.

In cooperation with the UN World Food Pro-
gramme, Ukraine and programme partner
nations determine the recipient countries of
Ukrainian grain among the countries experi-
encing the acute problem of food shortages.

Over 30 countries and international organi-
sations have joined the “Grain from Ukraine”
programme.
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The goal of the programme
|

Under this programme, Ukraine, partner countries, and private sector donors will deliver Ukraini-
an grain to countries in Africa and Asia that are facing malnutrition and severe hunger problems.
The programme should contribute to overcoming the humanitarian and economic consequences
of the global food crisis caused by the Russian Federation’s war of aggression against Ukraine.

Since the initiative’s launch, Ukraine, with the participation of the WFP, has sent 170 thousand
tons of wheat to countries with the most challenging food situation, including Ethiopia, Somalia,
Yemen, and Kenya.

There are plans to expand the programme to Nigeria, Sudan, Mozambique / Malawi, Madagas-
car, Djibouti, Mauritania, Lebanon, and other countries.

As part of the programme, it is planned to send about 60 vessels with grain to the poorest coun-
tries in Africa. The goal is to purchase agricultural products directly from Ukrainian producers
and transfer them to countries on the edge of famine.

Why has Ukraine launched

the programme?
.|

Ukraine’s agricultural exports are vital for many coun-
tries in the African continent. Ukraine has been and
remains the world’s top sunflower oil exporter, and
Ukraine’s grains constitute a large share of world mar-
kets. Before the full-scale war, Ukraine supplied more
than 15% of the world’s corn exports, 10% of wheat,
15-20% of barley, and more than 50% of sunflower oil.

Despite the grave consequences of the full-scale, un- :
provoked Russian aggression on the Ukrainian agricul- ' meemeee iy,
tural sector and global food security, Ukraine remains ks s——‘"ie
committed to maintaining a crucial role as a food secu-
rity guarantor.

Therefore, Ukraine launched the Black Sea Grain Initia-
tive last summer, thanks to the efforts of the UN Secre-
tary-General and the President of the Republic of Tur-
kiye. Russia uses the grain corridor as political leverage
and has threatened to withdraw from the initiative sev-
eral times. Therefore, Ukraine decided to take the next
step to improve the world’s food security situation and
launched the “Grain from Ukraine” programme, which
provided grain to African countries with Ukrainian and
donor money.
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Also, food security is one of the ten elements of Ukraine’s peace formula presented by President
Zelenskyy at the G20 summit this month. Russia’s war has hit hard not only Ukraine but coun-
tries in Europe, Africa, Asia, and beyond. This is why the “Grain from Ukraine” programme is so
important. It will help alleviate the acute food insecurity for millions of people across the world.

Feeding the world has a deep meaning to the Ukrainian nation that survived genocide by starva-
tion. This genocide, called the Holodomor, was perpetrated by Stalin 90 years ago, and annually,
Ukrainians mark its anniversary and commemorate 4.5 million of its victims. So, Russia has been
using famine as a weapon before, and now it wants to repeat this tragedy globally. Ukraine will
not allow anyone in the world to use hunger as a weapon again in the 21st century. No nation
and no person deserves to suffer malnutrition or face limited access to food simply because Rus-
sia decided to score political points or launch an aggressive war on one of the world’s top food
producers, Ukraine.

How does it work?

The essence of the programme lies in the direct purchase of agricultural products by the partic-
ipating countries of the project from Ukrainian producers and their transfer to countries on the
brink of famine.

Ukraine invites partners to join the programme and allocate finances for purchasing vessels with
Ukrainian grain that are then shipped to the most vulnerable people and countries free of charge.
Ukraine itself is also donating money from our war-torn budget. This is the main difference from
the Black Sea Grain Initiative, where recipient countries had to provide cash for freighting ships
and purchasing grain from Ukrainian agrarians.

Ukraine is helping and consulting on grain procurement opportunities in the Ukrainian market.
Priority is given to small and medium-sized agricultural companies. Ukraine undertakes assis-
tance in the organisation of logistics (both domestic and export).

Partners undertake to arrange the final destination of the aid, pay the cost of the grain, and ne-
gotiate the volume of shipments with Ukrainian agricultural producers.
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Who can be a donor of the programme?
|

Every country, NGO, or private company could join the “Grain from Ukraine” programme. The
goal is to contribute to meeting the urgent humanitarian needs of countries currently on the
brink of starvation.

Who are the recipients?

The recipients of Ukrainian grain within the framework of this humanitarian programme are coun-
tries suffering from food shortages, particularly Ethiopia, Somalia, Nigeria, Kenya, Sudan, Yemen,
Mozambique, and others.

As part of the effort, Ukraine has also established the International Hunger Prevention Coordi-
nation Group, which includes representatives of governments, corporations, and philanthropists
who can directly impact the food needs of millions of people worldwide. The Coordination Group
will develop a joint global action roadmap to prevent the global food crisis from worsening.

WEFP, together with Ukraine and the donor countries, will determine the recipient countries of
Ukrainian grain among the countries experiencing the acute problem of food shortages.
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Promotion of the programme
|

There are three ambassadors of “Grain from Ukraine” on the
African continent that are actively engaged in promoting the
programme:

Dr. Joyce Banda is the former President of Malawi, who
currently works actively in a number of international or-
ganisations and serves on the executive committee of
UN Women;

Dr. Christopher Fomunyoh - regional director of Central
and West Africa programmes of the National Democrat-
ic Institute (USA), who led international election obser-
vation missions and managed democracy support pro-
grammes in many countries of the African continent;

Dr. Obi Ezekwesili is a former Nigerian Minister of Edu-
cation and former Vice President of the World Bank who
is currently a Senior Advisor to the African Economic
Development Policy Initiative and Regional Director of
the National Democratic Institute in Africa.

What are the next steps?
|

Ukraine plans to organise the second “International Summit on Food Security 2023,

The Summit aims to strengthen Ukraine€’s role as a guarantor of food security, consolidate efforts
to form a global alliance and explore new opportunities to develop alternative logistics options
for exporting agricultural products from Ukraine.

Even in the conditions of a full-scale Russian invasion, Ukraine helps the world guarantee stabili-
ty and security, standing firm against the chaos and food crisis that have become a consequence
of Russian aggression.

The upcoming summit’s extended format will allow us to explore additional opportunities and
agree on an algorithm for cooperation in implementing joint projects for grain storage, primary
processing, and transporting agricultural products to recipient countries.

Primary Goals and Objectives of the Summit:

to strengthen the role of Ukraine as a reliable participant in the global food supply and as a
partner of WFP;

to intensify the involvement of international partners in the initiative “Grain from Ukraine”;
to expand the list of recipient countries;

to coordinate the international community as an Alliance for Food Security, which will create
the necessary leverage to end the food blockade by Russia.
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The Ukrainian grain export initiative should be extended indefinitely - regardless of when the
war ends.

How to become a donor?

|

Donors of the programme can transfer their financial contributions to the following:
Special WFP account for the “Grain from Ukraine” financing.

The Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine has opened a special account at the
National Bank of Ukraine to receive voluntary contributions (charitable donations) from in-
dividuals and legal entities of private law and/or public law in national and foreign currency
(USD, EUR, GBP, JPY) to provide financial support for humanitarian aid to African and Asian
countries in the framework of the “Grain from Ukraine”. The additional information is availa-
ble on the official website of the Ministry.




